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Abstract
The nightly news on Australia’s television screens presents a view of 
Australia and Australians that is different from what most of us encoun-
ter in our daily lives. This paper reports on the results of two content 
analyses of television news conducted in 2005 and 2007 which dem-
onstrate that instead of a range of peoples and cultures, we see mainly 
Anglo faces, projecting an archetypal image of a “white Australia” that 
is more applicable to the 1950s than it is to today. More disturbingly, 
when we do encounter people from manifestly different racial, cultural 
or religious backgrounds, they tend to be featured as victims, or as so-
cial deviants, or as in some way “unAustralian”. This raises questions 
about current journalistic practice and suggests that in order for televi-
sion news to present Australians with a true refl  ection of their “real” 
world there need to be changes in the processes of newsgathering and 




































































































































































































Table 1a: Multicultural content – 2005
Network Percentage of total multicultural 
news across all services
Multicultural news as percentage 
of each station’s news
Perth SBS 11.64% 39.60%
Sydney ABC 9.62% 30.87%
Shepparton Ten 9.34% 24.17%
Shepparton ABC 9.22% 31.01%
Shepparton Nine 8.21% 18.81%
Sydney Nine 7.50% 41.38%
Perth ABC 7.22% 25.60%
Sydney Ten 7.07% 27.61%
Perth Ten 6.77% 19.51%
Sydney Seven 6.52% 42.03%
Perth Nine 5.81% 24.72%
Shepparton Seven 5.70% 25.37%
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Table 1b: Multicultural content – 2007
Network Percentage of total multicultural 
news across all services
Multicultural news as percentage 
of each station’s news
SBS 26.69% 45.43%
Sydney Ten 7.07% 16.04%
Sydney ABC 6.70% 18.09%
Perth ABC 6.48% 19.12%
Townsville ABC 6.34% 18.30%
Shepparton ABC 6.29% 18.92%
Townsville Seven 5.49% 12.12%
Townsville Ten 5.23% 12.45%
Shepparton Ten 4.97% 12.79%
Perth Ten 4.48% 11.75%
Shepparton Nine 4.40% 9.19%
Shepparton Seven 3.78% 15.24%
Sydney Seven 2.91% 11.63%
Townsville Nine 2.56% 5.70%
Perth Nine 2.39% 9.69%
Sydney Nine 2.13% 8.40%
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As	Table	2	shows,	almost	41	per	cent	of	EM	news	in	2005	related	to	Crime,	showing	the	impact	of	
the	counter-terror	scare.	By	2007,	levels	are	lower	and	closer	to	the	levels	seen	for	Anglo	news.	
Table 2: Comparison of levels of Crime news content, EM and Anglo
Category Percentage of Anglo news Percentage of EM news
 2005 Crime 9.05%  40.98%





Table 3: Comparison of levels of Courts, Crime and Disaster story type, EM and Anglo
Story type Percentage of Anglo news Percentage of EM news
 2005 Courts, Crime and Disasters 28.89%  72.49%










 Table 4: 2007 EM and Anglo stories by tone
Tone % of EM news % of Anglo news
9 Highly Positive 0.25% 5.04%
8 Very Positive 5.60% 13.40%
7 Positive 5.60% 17.03%
6 Balanced to Positive 14.82% 33.63%
5 Neutral 20.70% 18.04%
4 Somewhat Negative 30.14% 8.50%
3 Negative 19.30% 1.80%
2 Very Negative 3.08% 0.61%







































































































racial	undercurrents	from	the	ABC	and	SBS	versions.	Meanwhile,	Ten’s	inclusion	of	an	EM	vox	                                                                                               Australian Journalism Review  
pop	intentionally	or	otherwise	broadened	the	definition	of	who	was	“us”	in	the	community.	These	
may	be	subtle	choices	but	they	make	a	difference	in	terms	of	story	tone.








































Reflecting diversity in crowd shots and vox pops
In	the	analysis,	it	was	noted	that	most	of	the	random	crowd	shots	focused	on	Anglo	faces	and	
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